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                                 The Church Jesus Wants  

                   The seven churches of Revelation – part 1 - Ephesus 
                           What Kind of Church does God want today?  
                                     How can we work towards it? 
 
Introduction: 
This study is based on the passage in the Bible that is the main prophetic 
teaching for the church down the ages. Based on the original Greek in the 

passages and if interpreted 
honestly it leaves no doubt in our 
minds what Jesus wants. In 
Matthew 16:18 Jesus’ great 
statement of intent was “I will build 
my Church”. The principal reason 
why He endured the cruel death on 
the cross was “for the joy that was 
set before Him” – to have a people 

to love and be loved by Him. He will be returning at the end of the age to 
claim His Bride, the Church. Everyone who truly believes that Jesus Christ is 
the Messiah, the Son of the living God, is part of that church. Jesus Christ is 
building us together today to become “a glorious church without spot or 
wrinkle or any such thing”. The following study is designed to try to help us to 
become that people. 
 
Jesus speaking to the seven churches in Revelation in chapters 2 and 3 is a 
clear prophetic passage meant for the church throughout the ages. The 
seven churches are: Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, 
Philadelphia and Laodicea. Each name has a meaning and He speaks to 
each one differently.  
 
In the case of the letters to the seven churches, they can be interpreted a) 
historically, b) spiritually, c) doctrinally, and d) prophetically. The historical 
interpretation follows a time-line, each church representing a different period 
in church history. By employing a “spiritual” application, every Christian can 
look for the traits associated with each church in his or her individual life, and 
thereby apply the encouragement and admonitions given by the Lord to these 
churches to their own spiritual walk. Doctrinally, the passage has been seen 
as having something to say to churches today. That is, all of the 
characteristics of the churches of Revelation exist to some extent or another 
in the various churches and congregations of our own time. Prophetically we 
are given a clear direction to follow. Let’s examine the churches in turn: 
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1 The church in Ephesus. 
“To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: 
In New Testament Greek “Ephesus” principally means “desirable” or “first”. 
Historically it is often taken to mean the early church from about AD33 to 
AD96, and was thought to be pastored for a time by the Apostle John who 
was later exiled to the Isle of Patmos where he wrote the book of Revelation. 
He is believed to have returned to pastor the church again until he fell asleep. 
 
These are the words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand and 
walks among the seven golden lampstands.  
Jesus, who is Lord of the seven stars or seven angels, is “walking among” or 
looking after the churches, that they would have light. He cares for us and 
watches over us like a good shepherd. 

I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I know that you 
cannot tolerate wicked people, that you have tested those who claim to be 
apostles but are not, and have found them false. You have persevered and 
have endured hardships for my name, and have not grown weary. 
First of all the Lord commends the church by acknowledging their deeds, 
intolerance of false leaders, and endurance despite hardships. This everyday 
living for Jesus is good, but it can become stale and we can lose the essence 
of what is supposed to motivate us: 
 
Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken the love you had at first. 
The church had not only lost their first love but the Greek text here tells us 
that they had abandoned it.  
 
What was this first love?  A key to this can be found in Jesus’ exhortation to 
Peter after the resurrection: “Simon Peter, do you love me?.....feed my 
sheep/lambs”. Our love for Jesus is something we feel, as Peter did, but it 
must be worked out in reality by our care for one another. “This is how we 
know we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren.” 
From Paul’s letter to the Ephesians we can see that the they were deeply 
spiritual, but now we see that what they had lost was passionate love for Him, 
worked out not only in worship and praise, but also in caring for and teaching 
God’s people daily. When John was an old man in Ephesus, it is said that he 
had to be carried to the church in the arms of his disciples.  At these 
meetings, he was accustomed to say no more than, "Little children, love one 
another!"  After a time, the disciples wearied at always hearing the same 
words, asked, "Master, why do you always say this?" "It is the Lord's 
command," was his reply. "And if this alone be done, it is enough!" 
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Consider how far you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first.  
Falling a great distance is a gradual process as our hearts get hardened by 
routine, tradition and just doing enough to get by. What we are told to do is 
not complicated: simply start to do the things we should – love Jesus and 
love the believers. To start with we would do well to put Luke 14 into practice: 
invite the needy to a meal – not just those in the church who we feel affinity to 
but those of different nationalities, the lonely, and also our Christian 
neighbours. This was a command of Jesus and should be something we are 
constantly doing.  
 
After about seven years living on the same street we realised that we had 
been living alongside other believers and had never got to know many of 
them. If this is the case with you, then why not start praying for them, and 
perhaps call on your neighbours, introduce yourself and invite them for a 
drink or meal or a prayer time.  The seed you plant will gradually grow into a 
big tree, with “the birds of the air nesting in its branches”, meaning that many 
around will catch the blessing. 
 
If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its 
place. 
This is an extremely severe warning from Jesus. To remove the lampstand is 
akin to taking away His presence from the church. Later we read of the 
church of the Laodecians where the lord was standing outside the church and 
knocking. What a terrible thought: Jesus outside His church! Jesus speaks 
severely to urge us in the strongest possible terms to repent. 
 
But you have this in your favour: You hate the practices of the Nicolaitans, 
which I also hate. 
This passage is fascinating as there has never been a historical group of 
people identified as the Nicolaitans. We find in many Bible commentaries 
statements such as “Maybe these were followers of a man named Nicolas”. 
But if we are honest we must ask the question: “What were they doing that 
the Lord hates so much?” “Well we are not really sure….all we know is that it 
was something God hates” say other commentaries. And how is it that the 
Nicolaitans show up in both Ephesus and Pergamos, two churches over 100 
miles apart? 
 
The original readers who understood the Greek New Testament would have 
had no problem understanding what was meant, as “Nico” means “ruler” and 
Laos” laity. A class of people were beginning to emerge who set themselves 
above the common believers. Jesus hated their practices as He clearly taught 
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that whoever wants to be first shall be the last, and whoever wants to be a 
leader should be the servant of all. We need leaders, but they need to be 
spirit filled people who lead us to humility and love. Lack of good leadership is 
just as bad as having bad leaders because where there is no shepherd the 
people perish. 
 
Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. This 

recurring expression “Whoever has 
ears, let him hear” is a saying of 
Jesus first used to announce His 
divinity in Matthew 11 and then used 
to mark key truths. Used at the end of 
all seven of the prophecies to the 
seven churches it emphasises the 
importance we should give to what 
the spirit is saying to them, applying it 

to ourselves. 
 
To the one who is victorious, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, 
which is in the paradise of God. 
It’s deadly serious and essential that we regain our first love if we are to have 
the candlestick of God’s presence and to enter into eternal life. There is a 
fight on that we need to win; victory ensures us that we will one day be with 
Jesus in paradise. 
 
Conclusion: 
Many Christians copy the individualistic spirit of the World and don’t really lay 
down their lives for the church as Jesus commands us to. If you want to find 
your life you need to lose it for His sake and the gospel’s. Let’s not waste 
time, but work together with God, being built into His holy temple, full of the 
love, joy and peace of the Spirit. Then all those around us will see the 
glorious unity of the church and believe in Jesus Christ. Amen! 
 
 
 
Songs: Abba Father let me be; teach us to love one another in a pure way; 
We are being built into a temple; O let the Son of God enfold you. 
 
 
For a more detailed study of the Seven Churches see Watchman Nee “The Orthodoxy of 
the Church”. 

 


